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FORWARD: A message to Students and Parents:


This course selection guide is a roadmap to your life at Gordon Tech. Read it carefully. Follow it closely. The years you spend in high school are very important. They will affect your entire life. You must realize, however, that you are the one who will decide what you get out of these years. Fall in love with learning and keep falling in love. Teachers, buildings, computers, programs, coaches and books will help you, but only to the extent to which you care and put them to good use. You must want to succeed. You must make a constant, sincere effort to develop your talents and abilities. From day one here, all your school work counts and leads to a grade point average. What you will learn and what you will be able to do points to the ACT exam and to college entrance. Involvement in extracurricular activities rounds out your learning experience. Take this book as your guide. It has but one purpose: to help you succeed not only here but in college and life itself.
Mr. Daniel Antosz
Principal

Gordon Tech High School

MISSION STATEMENT
Gordon Tech, a College Preparatory, Catholic Co-Educational High School on the North side of Chicago, sponsored by the Congregation of the Resurrection, is built on the core values of Faith, Respect, Discipline, and Excellence.
CORE VALUES:


1. Faith:  Learning the beliefs and modeling the values

2. Respect:  Caring about oneself and discovering other’s cultures


3. Excellance:  Giving one’s best in achieving success


4. Discipline:  Motivating oneself in creating excellence

VISION:
Gordon Tech will be recognized as a leading Catholic, Co-educational, College Preparatory High School in Chicago.
APOSTOLIC  PRINCIPLES

Provinical Statutes, 2004

Congregation of the Resurrection.

United States of America Province.

Guided by the charism of the Congregation and the inspiration of our founder, Bogdan Janski, the province will endeavor, in all its apostolic efforts, to labor towards the resurrection of society through its actions for social justice.

EDUCATIONAL  APOSTOLATE

Those who share in the Resurrectionists’ apostolate of education are called by God to minister to his people and to teach as Jesus taught. This educational ministry includes not only community-sponsored schools but participation in other related educational endeavors, for example, universities, campus ministries, counseling etc. We accept this mission and hold that from it flow responsibilities to God, Church, State, and all God’s people.

EDUCATIONAL  METHOD:

	Step One
	Message
	Information

	Step Two
	Community
	Formation

	Step Three
	Service
	Transformation


Message---------------------------------------------------------Information

In step one, we teach students the basic facts of Religion, Math, Science, English, Languages, PE, Industrial Tech, Social Studies, Business and life itself. It is not enough to stop here. We must go on to step two.

Community-----------------------------------------------------Formation

In step two, we not only teach students the basic facts, but we do this by forming a community that is supportive, challenging and life-giving. Knowledge must be relevant and connected to everyday living. It is not enough to stop here. We must go on to step three.

Service-----------------------------------------------------------Transformation

In step three, all knowledge is gift to be shared with each other. We want our students to use their knowledge to help others “for the resurrection of society!”

When students, teachers, parents, staff and administrators make this journey, we experience the HOPE of the Resurrection!

COLLEGE PREP: Gordon Tech offers students a rigorous, connected and comprehensive, well-balanced curriculum in the context of a learning and a believing community that is enriched by extra and co-curricular activities. Students are encouraged to become creative, critical and compassionate thinkers and practitioners who will be ready for college, careers and lifelong learning.

CO-ED: In 2002, Gordon Tech welcomed young women to its campus. These young ladies have enriched the school in academics, sports and other activities. 

Gordon Tech High School admits students of any race, color, and national origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school. It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, or national origin in the administration of its educational policies, admission policies, financial- aid programs, athletic and other school-administered programs.

GLOBAL OUTCOMES

The Gordon Tech graduate will be able to:

1. engage in informed reflection and decision-making based upon a clear understanding of Catholic tradition and beliefs;

2. identify and distinguish the characteristics of sound moral judgment and a Christian lifestyle;

3. communicate effectively through a variety of media:

a. the oral word (listening/speaking);

b. the written word (reading/ writing);

c. the computer (information management/data analysis and manipulation);

4. cooperate with others in attainment of goals;

5. think in quantitative and analytical modes as a means of problem-solving;

6. explore various avenues of knowledge through appropriate methods of research;

7. utilize the scientific method to make observations, pose questions, and generate solutions from collected data;

8. identify, define, and engage in positive health and fitness practices that can serve as the basis for living a longer and healthier life;

9. understand and analyze events, personalities, movements, and trends shaping the history of the world and, in particular, that of the United States;

10. appreciate the literary, artistic and cultural heritage of world civilizations;

11. understand the workings of the United States government, and the rights and duties of citizenship;

12. demonstrate economic literacy;

13. translate acquired knowledge and skills into practical applications.

HOW WE ACHIEVE THESE OUTCOMES:

1). MORAL DEVELOPMENT

The Gordon Tech graduate will be able to:

• engage in informed reflection and decision-making based upon a clear understanding of Catholic tradition and beliefs;

• identify and distinguish the characteristics of sound moral judgment and a Christian lifestyle.

We are working to attain these outcomes through:

A. A comprehensive program in religious education offered to the students during a four-year period.

B. Teaching and applying moral principles and ethical values in the areas of religious education, communications, business education, and distributive education. An atmosphere for moral development is created in the school by the administration, faculty and staff.

C. Practical application of Christian principles accomplished by means of a variety

of religious programs offered in the school, namely: liturgical assemblies, retreats,

prayer services, daily Masses, theological discussion groups, prayer in class, service 

activities and pastoral counseling.

2). CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT. 

The Gordon Tech graduate will be able to:

• communicate effectively through a variety of media:


a. the oral word (listening/speaking);


b. the written word (reading/writing);

c. the computer (information management/data analysis 

              manipulation);

• appreciate the literary, artistic and cultural heritage of world civilizations.

We are working to attain these objectives through:

A. Courses in Literature offer the students an opportunity to learn about various types of authors.

B. Courses in Foreign Language offer the students an opportunity to learn a language and to appreciate the cultures of various nations.

C. Courses in Reading that provide the students with the opportunity to develop their reading skills so that they can be more articulate in their day-to-day relationships with their peers.

D. Courses in Composition develop writing abilities which enhance communication skills.

E. Courses in Drama and Speech, including interpretative speech, develop abilities to communicate properly and thereby to share one's culture with greater ease.

F. Courses in TV Production which provide the student with the opportunity to develop his/her potential in the television arts.

G. The Music Program which develops musical skills and an appreciation for the various types of music.

H. A program in Art which provides the student with the opportunity to develop his/her skills and an appreciation of works of art.

I.Foreign culture observances which enhance an understanding and 
appreciation for the background of various people.

3). INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT

The Gordon Tech graduate will be able to:

• think in quantitative and analytical modes as a means of problem-solving;

• explore various avenues of knowledge through appropriate methods of research;

• utilize the scientific method to make observations, pose questions, and generate solutions from collected data.

We are working to attain these outcomes through:

A.Courses offered in Business, Communications, English, Foreign Language, Guidance, Applied Technology, Fine Arts, Mathematics, Physical Education and Health, Religious Education, Science, and Social Studies.

B.Courses that are tracked to meet the abilities, goals and interests of our students.

C. Suggested programs of study so students can see the relationship among the courses we offer them.

D.Our comprehensive Guidance Program in which we work from the time we accept a student at Gordon Tech until he/she graduates to ensure that he/she develops his/her intellectual capabilities and achieves academically at a level commensurate with his/her abilities.

E.Aiding students in making choices all through their high school careers. They have many choices to make concerning their programs of study, after-school activities, and post-high school plans. In all instances, students are supported and encouraged to carefully evaluate all alternatives and make decisions based on what is best for them. What is best for a student is based upon a knowledge and understanding of his/her needs, goals, and abilities.
4). PERSONAL ADJUSTMENT/ CAREER DEVELOPMENT

The Gordon Tech graduate will be able to:

• translate acquired knowledge and skills into practical applications.

We are working to attain these outcomes through:

A. A comprehensive counseling and testing program in which students are asked to explore their own feelings, values, attitudes, and thinking regarding how they affect their own behavior and relationships with others.

B. A comprehensive guidance program in which students' abilities and interests are assessed and related to career opportunities.

C. Teachers informing students about the career implications of their courses.

D. Teachers and counselors recommending levels of course difficulty each year which help students become more aware of their abilities.

E. Comprehensive curricular offerings which allow students to explore their interests and abilities.

F. Value clarification exercises which are used in the Guidance Programs, Religious Education courses and Social Studies courses.

G. Maintaining a career information center in the library, keeping bulletin boards up-to-date, inviting employers, representatives from colleges, trade schools, the military, conducting orientation sessions with the seniors, and a financial aid seminar for parents and students.

H. A disciplinary program which encourages students to become self-disciplined with a respect for themselves and for the rights of others.

I. Classroom teachers striving to develop positive and constructive attitudes in their students.

J. Teaching techniques such as cooperative learning and team projects which encourage students to work together.

K. The Student Activities Program of the school which draws students and teachers together in cooperative efforts.

L. Specific courses in the Communications, Religious Education, and Social Studies Departments that seek to aid personal adjustment and interpersonal competence.

M. Teachers striving to be models for students by continually demonstrating how to deal with their own personal feelings and by creating a classroom environment that fosters open, honest, and frank communication between themselves and their students.

N. Requiring that all courses taught at Gordon Tech include effective objectives.

O. Having faculty available for religious counseling, a regular schedule of class and school liturgies, retreats, prayer services, theological discussion groups, class prayers, adult religious education and service activities.

5). PHYSICAL FITNESS

The Gordon Tech graduate will be able to:

• identify, define, and engage in positive health and fitness practices that can serve as the basis for living a longer and healthier life.

We are working to attain these objectives through:

A. Presenting the necessary knowledge and attitudes through an organized curriculum, lectures, films, charts, and other audio-visual materials.

B. All students participating in classes that reflect the sports and rules 
offered in the entire four-year Physical Education Program. By learning the rules of the sport and participating in the sport, students will have some basis for course selection in their junior and senior years.

C. A complete interscholastic program of sports that is offered for the more highly skilled and competitive student.

D. A registered athletic trainer who is available daily after school to serve the needs of all the athletic teams.

E. Courses in Science which help the student to understand the human body and the care that is necessary to maintain good health.

F. Courses in Social Studies which aid the student in understanding the existing health problems of society.

G. Aspects of the guidance program which help to instill an awareness of drug and alcohol problems that influence health.

6). SOCIAL SKILLS

The Gordon Tech graduate will be able to:

• cooperate with others in the attainment of goals;

• understand and analyze events, personalities, movements, and trends 
shaping the history of the world and, in particular, that of the United States;

• understand the workings of the United States government, and the rights and duties of citizenship.

We are working to attain these goals/objectives through:

A. Courses in Business Education, Communications, Religious Education, and Social Studies.

B. Requiring a passing grade on a test covering the U.S. Constitution, the U.S. Flag, the Declaration of Independence, the Illinois Constitution, and voting procedures.

C. Experiences in our service program whereby students by volunteering their services are given the opportunity to help others in need.

D. Our weekly mission collection, making students aware of the obligation to the poor, the homeless, and suffering people of the world.

E. Our program of discipline whereby students are led to self-discipline which will engender respect for God, authority, peers, property, and the individual person.

7). ECONOMIC LITERACY

.The Gordon Tech graduate will be able to:

• demonstrate economic literacy.

We are working to attain this objective through:

A. Courses in Accounting, Advanced Accounting, Business Law, Consumer Education, and Marketing which provide the necessary knowledge of business and its services.

B. Courses offered in Auto Shop and Wood Shop.

C. Providing experiences in Mathematics and industrial problems in the classroom to stimulate inventiveness by encouraging the use of original design.

D. Courses offered in Social Studies to give the student an understanding of man's interdependence.

E. Counseling all students to aid them in career decision-making and securing part-time jobs.

F. The Student Council which provides the students with an understanding of economic operations through projects.
PLANNING AHEAD FOR SELECTING COURSES

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The College Preparatory Curriculum of Gordon Tech High School
A special note to Students and Parents
As the second decade of our new millennium approaches, our educational community is faced with the magnificent challenge of college and career preparation. Now, more than ever before, our students must have a broad base of knowledge and academic skills flexible to meet the variety of educational and employment demands placed before them. Gordon Tech will continue to offer exceptional instruction in the areas of Humanities, Social Sciences, Mathematics and Science while extending the same energy to the development of critical reasoning and analytical skills essential for life long learning and professional success.

In response to this need, Gordon Tech has carefully reviewed all course offerings. Although content will vary by course, be assured that student performance requirements remain at the highest level. Faculty, administration and staff are committed to student achievement and will support the student’s quest to reach his/her highest potential. We will encourage the student to stretch their academic muscles by assuming courses that are rigorous, broad in scope and demand critical thought. Keep in mind, all courses offered at Gordon Tech are college preparatory. 
Honors courses will require students to reason and analyze at advanced and accelerated levels while Advanced Placement course content remains under the supervision of The College Board and may offer college credit to those who meet national testing criteria. Gordon Tech is proud to offer a variety of courses that will ensure our students of success at all post secondary levels.

When selecting next year’s courses, students and parents are encouraged to work closely with your guidance counselor who is able to answer questions about content and performance expectations. Students should keep his/her probable college major and academic interests in mind when building the schedule. Your counselor will also advise you of the number of elective courses needed; choose these wisely! Elective selections will not only introduce new subject matter but also allow for possible future options. Electives are important and should be approached with the same energy and directed effort as required courses. Students should always strive to learn as much as possible and earn the highest grades possible. Parents should support their student to offer his/her very best on assignments and in the classroom.

On the pages that follow, you will find valuable information regarding Gordon Tech’s academic requirements, including those of graduation. If you have questions, please contact your guidance counselor. As you look ahead to plan future course work, it may be helpful to create a file just for report cards, awards, and exemplary class work. These items will be helpful when applying for admission and scholarships. Maintaining this file will also give students and parents the opportunity to take a look back at the educational journey and identify new heights to be reached.

Parents and students should take the next few weeks to seriously consider the courses noted on the Course Contract and the descriptions found in the Course Selection Guide. After a family discussion of these options, the student should bring his/her course contract to the counselor who will review the selections. If necessary, the guidance counselor will note any area in need of further consideration. Please know that guidance counselors welcome the opportunity to speak with parents and students about course scheduling. Once the parent, student and guidance counselor are in agreement, the schedule will be presented to the Assistant Principal and Principal for consideration. Schedules will be available in August.

Remember:

Good Course Selection + Good Grades = Great Admission, Scholarships and Career Options!

We look forward to meeting with you within the next few weeks. Good Luck!

The Guidance Department
College Prep Program of Studies
The program of studies at Gordon Tech is composed of required and elective courses. It is the particular mix of courses that students and their parents, working with counselors and teachers, select over the four years of high school. Students’ program of studies should reflect their educational and career goals and help them achieve these goals.  At Gordon, the core courses are designed to ensure every student’s solid grounding in all the academic areas that are necessary for college admission or other post-secondary education. The elective courses offer important experiences that complete the learning in core courses and give students opportunities to discover specific areas of interest and talent that may influence career choices. 

The registration procedure is a three-step process:

1st. Program Contracts are given to students so that students and parents can tentatively select courses for the next school year.  
2nd. Counselors then schedule appointments with each student to review these tentative selections.  At this appointment, counselors finalize the selections and notify the parents if any changes have to be made.  The counselors also clearly explain why they think any revisions are in the best interest of the student.  

3rd. The contract, signed by the counselor, parent and student is then turned into the registrar’s office.   The registration fee of $350.00 must be paid to the Tuition Office by Friday March 27, 2009 to make course selections official.

Definition of Terms:

1).A semester is 9 weeks. Students receive one-half credit. Some courses go only one semester.

2). A term is 18 weeks. Students receive one credit for these two semester courses.

3). Term 1 goes from late August until mid January. Within this term, a student completes a year of work for one credit in a particular course in two semesters.

4). Term 11 goes from mid January until early June. Within this term, a student completes a year of work for one credit in a particular course in two semesters.

5). A/B classes are all year long courses in which the student will take English one day and Math the next day all year long.

Course Levels

In order to meet the needs of students of varying abilities and preparation, core required courses are offered at three levels - honors, regular and support. Counselors use a student’s past achievement, standardized test scores, and faculty recommendations to place students in appropriate course levels.

· Support courses are designed for students with identified deficits in particular skill areas. As students show marked progress and become ready to accept the challenge of a more intense course, they will be moved into the next level.  These courses are designated by the letter “S.”
· Regular courses are taught at a college prep level.  Students who continue through four years at this level will meet general entrance requirements for post-secondary schools. These courses are designated by the letter “R.”

· Honors courses are designed to offer a challenge to students with outstanding ability or achievement. These courses are designated by the letter “H.”
SUPPORT PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
Program Features:


Students enrolled in this program form a cohort or concentrated group.

· As a cohort, they receive the following benefits:

          -
They receive instruction from teachers familiar with and 


dedicated to the goals of the program. This team meets regularly to 
exchange ideas relevant to the specific needs of each student.



          - Courses in this program are unique in that they have two distinct



     
 components that receive equal focus:





-course-specific content.





-the acquisition of strategies necessary for content mastery




  
(as specified in addendum).



          - Courses are part of an integrated learning model that



             presents clear links between content areas.



           - This type of organization permits easier scheduling of activities



  such as field trips to enhance and enrich content and emphasize                        


  cross-curricular connections.

· This is a multi-dimensional support program which includes parents/guardians as integral to the educational partnership. As such, the parents/guardians  and the educational team will take part in two informational/ discussion sessions (Fall and Spring) to address issues relevant to improving student academic performance and confidence.

· Evaluation of a student’s readiness for the more rigorous college curriculum will take place at the end of each term.

Participants:


The courses are specifically designed to meet the needs of students who 
struggle academically as indicated by one or more of the following:



-elementary school transcripts.



-standardized test results.



-teacher recommendations.



-Gordon Tech entrance exam.

Goals:  


1)  First and foremost, this program aims to increase each student’s


     confidence and ability necessary to be an independent learner.


2)  Additionally, this program aims to bridge the transition from the


     elementary school to the more rigorous demands of high school.


3)  Finally, this program aims ultimately to prepare the student for 


     transition to and readiness  for Gordon Tech’s standard college 


     prep classes.
Course Requirements:

Freshman Support Students



English 1 Support:  scheduled daily/full year (2 credits)



Algebra 1 Support:  scheduled daily/full year (2 credits)



Biology Support:  scheduled daily/1 term only (1 credit)



WAS 1 Support (History):  scheduled daily/one term only (1 credit)



Computer Applications Support:  scheduled daily/1 term only (1 credit)



Theology: scheduled daily/half-term (one-half credit)



PE:  scheduled daily/half-term (one-half credit)



No electives



TOTAL CREDITS:  8



Sophomore Support Students



English 2 Support:  alternating (every other day) full year(1 credit)



Geometry Support:  alternating schedule/full year (1 credit)



Chemistry Support:  daily/1 term only (1 credit)



WAS 2 Support:  daily/1 term only (1 credit)



Theology: daily/full year (1 credit)



Health: daily/half-term (one-half credit)



Speech Support:  daily/half-1 term only (one-half credit)



1 Elective:  daily/1 term (1credit)



Sophomore Seminar:  daily/1 term (1credit)




This seminar will include presentations/activities




on a variety of topics important to the student’s




ability to recognize and reach his/her potential on both




a personal level and as a member of the Gordon Tech




community.  Presentations/activities will be make use of guest 




speakers, films, and motivational activities (such as college




speakers, visits, and the like) to support the student’s ability




to see himself/herself as a viable college candidate.





TOTAL  CREDITS:  8

Advanced Placement Courses

Advanced placement courses are taught at the college-level with examinations that give high school students the opportunity to receive advanced placement and/or college credit. AP courses are introductory college courses, so they are challenging. Compared with regular high school courses, the AP courses are more demanding but also more rewarding. Students who have taken AP courses will have a better chance of passing out of introductory college courses to move more quickly to their chosen fields of study. In fact, doing well on the AP exam could mean saving from $500 to $3,000 on college tuition for a single course. Students enrolled in an AP course are required to take the AP exam. AP credit is contingent upon the completion of the AP Examination. Payment of the exam fee is due by March 31 of the year the AP exam is taken the following May and is not refundable unless a students earns a score above “3.”  Students who earn a score of “5” will receive a full refund of the AP Exam fee and students who earn a “4” will receive a 50% refund of the AP Exam fee. AP courses may be taught on-line through the internet with the support of GT teachers.

Schedule Changes

Student class schedules are constructed to include the courses selected by students and approved by parents.  Requests for schedule changes, therefore, will be considered only for the most compelling reasons, such as:

a. The schedule does not include courses previously approved by parents and counselor.

b. The schedule does not account for work taken in summer school.

c. The schedule does not include a requirement for graduation that must be met during the present year.

If a class schedule issued during the summer contains an error, a schedule change will be considered upon receipt of a parent’s written request. All schedule changes must be completed by the first day of school.

Once school starts in August, a new class cannot be added to a student’s schedule, nor can a class be dropped from his/her schedule except for the most serious reasons, which are to be verified and approved by the student's counselor and the assistant principal.  Any student dropped for issues regarding attendance, behavior, etc. will be given a “WF” and the credit must be made up in Summer School. 


GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

This section outlines the minimum requirements for receiving a diploma from Gordon Tech.  Preparation for college may require careful planning to complete courses over and above these minimum requirements. Counselors provide a comprehensive college and career guidance to assist students and parents with course selections and future plans.

Credits Required for Graduation from Gordon Tech High School:

English







          4.0

Communications







0.5
Foreign Languages







2.0


Mathematics








4.0 

Physical Education







2.0

Religious Education







3.0

Science








3.0  

Social Studies







3.0

Consumer Education






0.5

Fine Arts or 

Computer Science/Career Technology




1.0

Computer Applications



                               1.0

Electives 






                     7.0 

Total Required for Graduation





31

English: All students are required to take four (4) credits of   English and all courses must be taken in sequence. 

Communications:  One-half (0.5) unit must be taken in  Speech/Communications skills.

Computer Applications:  All students must take Computer Applications which covers the internet and core computer applications during their freshman year.

Foreign Languages: All students must take two years of the same language .

Mathematics:   Four(4) credits are required of all students. These are fulfilled by taking Algebra, Geometry, Algebra II/Trig and/or Intermediate Algebra and Integrated Senior Math and/or Pre-Calculus, Calculus (H) or Calculus AP. 
Science: Biology, chemistry, and physics are required for students. Anatomy and Physiology are also offered. 
Social Studies:  For all students, the Social Studies requirement is three (3) credits, fulfilled by taking World and American Studies I, II, and III.

A passing grade is required in an examination of the United States Constitution.
Physical Education:  All students are required to enroll in the appropriate year-level physical education course each year until 2.0 credits have been successfully earned.

Religious Education:  All students must enroll in the required Religious Education course each year until all courses have been successfully completed. Transfer students need to earn credit in Religious Education only during the semesters they are enrolled at Gordon Tech. Twenty hours of service is required per year of all Religious Education students. A failure to do these hours will result in a failure for the course.
Electives:  Non-required courses may be selected from any department depending on prerequisites. Students are referred to the departmental offerings to help choose electives.
Sequence of Courses

Listed below are the courses students should take in each of their four years at Gordon Tech.

Freshman Year




   


Credits

English 1 (R, H)







1.0

World & American Studies 1
(RH)




1.0

Algebra 1 (R, H)







1.0

Biology (R, H)







1.0

Computer Applications






1.0

Sacraments and Prayer or World Religions (R or H)


0.5

Introduction to Physical Education




0.5
Foreign Language







1.0
Electives*








1.0

Total 









8.0

*The schedule for Support students is on page 12.
** Those students intending to become a part of the Academy should see pages 15 through 17 for requirements.

Sophomore Year



     



Credits

English 2 (R, H)







1.0

World & American Studies 2 (R, H)




1.0

Geometry (R, H)







1.0


Chemistry (R, H)







1.0

Scripture Studies (R, H)






1.0

Health Education







0.5

Speech








0.5
Foreign Language







1.0
Electives








1.0

Total 









8.0

*The schedule for Support students is on page 12.
** Those students intending to become a part of the Academy should see pages 15 through 17 for requirements.

Junior Year



                    



Credits

English 3 (R or H)







1.0

World & American Studies 3
(R or H)



1.0

Int Algebra or Algebra 2/Trigonometry(R & H) or Pre-Calculus(H)
1.0

Physics (R or H)







1.0

Introduction to Morality






0.5

Physical Education III






0.5

Electives








3.0

Total 









8.0

*Academy students should see pages 16 & 17 for requirements.

Senior Year



                    



Credits

English IV(R or H)







1.0

Senior Integrated Math or Pre-Calculus or Calculus (R or H)
          1.0

Issues in Morality/Christian Lifestyles




1.0

Consumer Education






0.5

Physical Education IV






0.5

Electives








4.0 to 5.0

Total 









7.0 or 8.0

*Academy students should see pages 16 and 17 for requirements.

FR. FRANCIS GORDON ADVANCED PLACEMENT ACADEMY 
The Academy is a school-within-a-school program for academically talented students who want to gain an edge in college preparation. The curriculum design is a four-year rigorous program of studies closely aligned to the College Board’s (www.collegeboard.com) detailed curriculum guides for Advanced Placement courses.  The Academy teachers are handpicked and have all taken College Board courses to prepare them to teach the AP courses. Teachers of academy students should have a common lunch time for weekly or biweekly meetings.
All AP Academy students take four to six college-level AP courses before graduation chosen from the following disciplines: English, mathematics, science, social studies, and foreign language. 

In addition to taking the other GT graduation requirements plus some elective courses, all academy students take a core curriculum of enriched honors and AP courses. 

Guidelines for Entrance into the Academy

· Cumulative GPA of 3.33 or above

· 75% of academic classes during Freshmen and Sophomore years must be Honor classes.

· Student must be involved in school or communities activities beyond their 20 hours of required service.

· Need to have 2 years of the same foreign language

· Must make presentation of their portfolio of mastery for committee* consideration.  

· *Committee will consist of Honors and AP Teachers, Assistant Principal and Chair of the Counseling Department.  

· This process will take place at the end of the Third Semester of each year for current sophomores.

· Frosh students and parents will be informed of requirements at the beginning of the student’s first year.

· An induction ceremony will be held prior to entering the Academy at an all school assembly.

· Students in the Academy will travel as a cohort throughout the day, except for foreign language which may vary.

· The Academy Committee will make the final decision.

Requirements to Remain in the Academy

· The student must keep all aspects of a contract signed, upon entering the academy, by student, parents, academy head and a member of the administration   The contract will require that the student keep a 3.33 GPA each semester or a cumulative GPA of 3.33 during their time in the program.  The contract will also stipulate that the student must maintain high standards of behavior and must follow through on all membership requirements.

· Failure to follow one or more terms of the contract will lead to the student being put on probation for the following semester.  A further violation of the contract may lead to the dismissal of the student from the program.  
· Courses Required of Academy Students – Junior Year

· Language and Composition AP being offered every other day with U.S. History AP

· Algebra 2/Trig Honors for First Term followed by Pre Calculus Honors Second Term.

· Physics Honors for one term and Foreign Language for another term.  (This may be a different language if students took Latin their first two years.

· Theology 3 for one semester and Physical Ed 3 for another semester.

· FG Academy Integrated Learning Seminar* for one term.

· * Seminar will be held during the first term and will result in a school wide project.

· No electives
Courses Required of Academy Students – Senior Year

· Literature and Composition AP being offered every other day with European History AP

· Calculus AP being offered every other day with Biology AP or Chemistry AP

· Foreign Language for one term and Theology 4 for one term.

· Consumers Ed for one semester and Physical Ed 4 for another semester

· FG Academy Integrated Learning Seminar* for one term

· * Seminar will be held during the first term and will result in a school wide project.

· No electives.

Activities for Academy Students

· Students would go on a minimum of 4 field trips in each of their Junior and Senior Years.  Field trips will be one in each of the major disciplines with a focus on curriculum integration.

· There will be a summer institute between the sophomore and junior years.

· There will be a summer trip abroad between the junior and senior years.

· The Academy would also function as a school club sponsoring lecture series for other students in the school.

· There will be two parent meetings, one in the fall and one in the spring.

· Students will go on a number of college visits during their time in the academy in conjunction with the College Counseling Department.

ACADEMIC POLICIES

Grade Point Averages and Honor Roll
Grade point averages are weighted according to the degree of course difficulty.  Regular classes are weighted as follows: A = 4, B = 3, C = 2, and D = 1.   A plus adds 0.33 points (except for the grade of A) and a minus subtracts 0.33 points.  (E.g. A grade of C+ earns 2.33 grade points and a grade of C- earns 1.67 grade points.)  In addition, for a grade of “C” or higher, Honors classes receive an additional 0.25 weighting and advanced placement classes receive an additional 0.5 weighting.  Students’ final rank in their graduating class is determined by the cumulative grade point average earned throughout the entire four years of high school.

Honor Roll

At the end of each semester, honor roll certificates are issued as follows:

Honors with Distinction
3.83 or higher

First Honors


3.33 to 3.829

Second Honors

2.83 to 3.329

Rank in Class

All students are ranked. The final rank in class is determined by the student's cumulative grade point average based upon the final semester grades. All grades are computed into the G.P.A. with the exception of Physical Education activity classes and grades earned in Summer School and other alternative high school credit programs.
Graduation 

In order to graduate all seniors must complete 31 credit hours. Participation in the graduation ceremony is an honor and a privilege and the administration reserves the right to deny participation in the ceremony for any reason it deems fit.  All financial obligations to the school must be paid in full. 

Failure Make-Up Policy

Underclassmen who receive failing grades must make up such deficiencies before they are readmitted to school for the following school year.  Students who fail a subject in summer school or are removed from summer school, will not be readmitted in the fall.

Non-Refundable Fees

Students are reminded that all registration fees and mandatory fees are non-refundable for any reason.  This includes academic dismissal, disciplinary dismissal, or withdrawing from Gordon Tech for any reason.  These fees constitute money paid for services rendered, and therefore, cannot be refunded. 

Transcripts

Transcripts of credit will not be issued until all financial obligations have been met.

Course Catalogue for 2009-2010

Departmental sections are arranged alphabetically. Courses are catalogued within each departmental section. 

1. Course Code Number.  Students use this three-digit number during registration to select courses for the following year.

2. Course Title.  Immediately following the course title is the level at which the course is taught. If a course is offered at more than one level, it will be designated as Support, Regular, Honors, or Advanced Placement.

3. Grade.  A particular course is open to students in these grades only.  

4. Credit.  This number indicates the amount of credit earned upon completion of the course. 

5. Length.  One-half (1/2) credit courses last for 9 weeks; one (1) credit courses last for 18 weeks.

6. Prerequisites.  These are the conditions that must be satisfied before a student may select this course during registration. 

7. Course Description.  This gives a brief summary of the topics covered in the course.

Courses by Department (click on links below)

Business 









Computer Science/Career Technology
English






Fine Arts










Foreign Language









Mathematics










Physical Education









Religious Education









Science









Social Studies

BUSINESS EDUCATION

*All students are required to take and successfully complete Consumer Education to fulfill the State requirement for graduation.

812  
Business Law

Grade: 10, 11, 12

Credit:  0.5

Length:   9 weeks

Course Description

Business Law applies legal principles to the problems of the individual in society. Topics covered are rights and obligations of parties in everyday transactions and contracts that involve consumers, sellers, buyers, employers, and employees.

821 
 Accounting

Grades:  10, 11, 12

Credit:    1

Length:   18 weeks

Course Description

The course covers the Accounting cycle of both a Service style business and a Merchandise style business. Instruction in preparation and interpretation of financial reports, debits and credits, Account Classification, bank statements, journals, and ledgers is provided. One or more practice sets are used and required to provide a laboratory-type experience in keeping financial records.

824 
Marketing

Grade:   11, 12

Credit:  0.5

Length:   9 weeks

Course Description

The topics covered are the basic elements of the principal markets for products and services, channels of distribution, and the many activities and job opportunities that occur as a product moves after creation through distribution to the consumer.

834
Consumer Education

Grade:   11, 12

Credit:  0.5

Length:   9 weeks

Course Description

Sections on auto, life and health insurance will be included. Investing in stocks and bonds, proper use of credit, tax computations, consumer buying and the U.S. economy will be covered. The stock market game and Internet access will supplement course material.

COMPUTER SCIENCE/CAREER TECHNOLOGY

All students are required to earn at least one(1) credit in Fine Arts or  Computer Science or Career Technolgy.   All of the following courses fulfill this requirement.

Technology Courses Offered

Possible Sample Computer Science 4-Year Courses of Study:

	YR
	Basic electives

For A Student Who Is Seeking Basic Computer Science Electives
	Computer science concentration

For A Student Who Intends To Seek Computer Science Advanced Placement Credit And/Or Study Computer Science In College.

	1
	Comp Applications
	Comp Apps (or place out), Web I

	2
	
	Adv. Computing Concepts

	3
	Web I
	Web II or Java I

	4
	Adv. Computing Concepts
	Java II or A+ Certification


705   Computer Applications 

Grade:  9

Credit:  1.0

Length:   18 weeks

Course Description

The course is divided into segments.  The first 3 weeks Keyboarding skills are reviewed briefly and computer fundamentals are presented.  The next 6 weeks Word Processing fundamentals are covered.  The next 6 weeks Spreadsheets are taught and the last 3 weeks PowerPoint fundamentals are introduced.
720 Advanced Computing Concepts

Credit: 1

Length: 18 weeks

Prerequisite: Computer Applications

Course Description:

This course will take you beyond the knowledge of the casual computer user. You will explore in greater detail how computers work and how they communicate.  We will be touching upon many different computer science disciplines and you’re sure to come across a few that interest you. Upon successful completion of this course, you will be offered the more advanced A+ Certification course. It is within the A+ Certification course that we will be specifically focused on passing the CompTIA A+ Core Exams.The course will cover the following topics: MySQL/Access/Database Essentials, Operating System Essentials, Local Area Networking Essentials, Internet Essentials, Computer Hardware Components, Web Design Basics, Intro JAVA Programming, and Logic Gates.

727 A+/Network+ Certification (previous course only covered A+ Certification)

Credit: 1

Length: 18 weeks

Prerequisite: Advanced Computing Concepts

Course Description

This course will prepare you for the A+ certification series of tests.  In the first 9 weeks of the term, we will be learning about Operating Systems and Support Software.  In the second 9 weeks of the term, we will be learning about Computer Hardware and Peripherals.  Upon successful completion of this course, you should be ready to pass the CompTIA A+ Essentials and CompTIA A+ 220-603 Exams.  We will investigate exam dates together so that you can plan accordingly.

731 Web 1  

Credit: 1

Length: 18 weeks

Prerequisite: Computer Applications

Course Description

This course will introduce you to the tools and methods that are used to create efficient, content-driven websites.  (X)HTML and CSS fundamentals will be taught so that by the end of 18 weeks of instruction, the student will be able to develop and maintain a multi-page web site.  Each Lab will build on the knowledge of the previous lab so that skills are constantly reinforced.  The 1st 9 weeks will focus on the individual elements of web pages, while the 2nd 9 weeks will be centered on a student project that will be derived methodically as the term progresses.  The course will cover the following topics: Internet Basics, Web Page Structure, Formatting Text, Lists, Links, Images, Basic Navigation, W3C Standards Compliance, Table Introduction, Web Sites vs. Web Pages (Global Considerations), and Intro to CSS (Cascading Style Sheets).

732 Web 2 (H) 

Credit: 1

Length: 18 weeks

Prerequisite: Web 1

Course Description

This course will expand on your knowledge of (X)HTML and CSS fundamentals and introduce you to dynamic site content with forms and scripting.  By the end of 18 weeks of instruction, the student will be able to develop and maintain a multi-page, dynamic web site.  Each Lab will build on the knowledge of the previous lab so that skills are constantly reinforced.  The course will cover the following topics: Cascading Style Sheet Review, Advanced CSS, Layout and Positioning, Tables, Forms, Site Maintenance, PHP Scripting, and MySQL Database Integration.

747 Java 1

Credit: 1

Length: 18 weeks

Prerequisite: Computer Applications

Course Description

Java I is offered for students exploring careers and college experience in computer science. Students will become familiar with object-oriented programming terms and concepts by creating programs using Python and Java. We will be learning what it takes to build computer programs that do what we want.
748 Java 2 (H)

Credit: 1

Length: 18 weeks

Prerequisite: Java 1

Course Description

Java 2 is for the serious computer science student who intends to seek advanced placement college credit in computer science. Advanced concepts in object-oriented programming are explored. Students will prepare to succeed on the Computer Science Advanced Placement Exam.

Career Technology Courses
Grades



Course   Title




Credit


10
11
12
Automotive Technology 1



1



11
12
Automotive Technology 2



1


10
11
12
Wood Technology 1




1



11
12
Wood Technology 2




1

Note: While there are no course fees for Career/Technology courses, if tools or equipment are abused, stolen, or damaged due to negligence, a special fee will be collected either from the individual person involved or the class as a whole to repair or replace the item in question.

751 Automotive Technology 1

Grade:  10, 11, 12

Credit:   1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite:  Students interested in Applied Technology courses must take either Introduction to Technology or Mechanical Drafting before or concurrently with other department courses.

Course Description

This course is an introduction to the internal combustion engine and the basic functions and operations of the modern automobile.

752 Automotive Technology 2

Grade:  11  12

Credit:   1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: A minimum grade of "C" or better in Automotive Technology I in both semesters.

Course Description

This class will further the students knowledge, skill and interest in the automotive field. A “hands on” approach to the electrical and computer problems of the modern auto will be the major emphasis in this class
761 Wood Technology 1

Grade:   9, 10, 11, 12

Credit:   1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: Students interested in Applied Technology courses must take either Intro to Tech or Mechanical Drafting/Intro to CAD  before or concurrently with other department courses.

Course Description

This course is the fundamental class in the art of woodworking. The major emphasis will be the proper use of both hand and power tools in the wood working field.

762   Wood Technology 2 

Grade:  10, 11, 12

Credit:  1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: A minimum grade of "C" in Wood Technology  I. 

Course Description

This course will further the students’ knowledge, skill and interest in wood working, with the emphasis on the skills needed for patternmakers, carpenters, and cabinetmakers. 

ENGLISH

All students are required to complete four credits of English in the following sequence:

Required Courses Offered



Course   Title                                       
Credit




English 1 (R, H)



1




English 2 (S,R, H)



1




English 3 (R H & AP)


1




English 4 (R, H & AP)


1




Speech/Communications Skills

0.5

Elective Courses Offered




Course  Title                                        
Credit




English 1 with Support


2




Journalism




1

Creative Writing 



1

001/002  English 1 (Support)
Grade:   9

Credit:   2

Length:   36 weeks

Prerequisite: This course is required of all students who demonstrate a need for support with reading, writing, and/or study skills to help ensure that they are able to meet the academic demands of a college prep curriculum. 

Course Description

The curriculum and standards are the same as regular English I.

011  English 1: Intro to Literature and Composition (Regular) 

015  English 1: Intro to Literature and Composition (Honors)

Grade:   9

Credit:   1

Length:   18 weeks

Course Description

The student will learn to write a correct, clear, and concise sentence, paragraph, and essay. They will use the library and its resources culminating in the production of a research paper/project. The student will demonstrate an ability to use the dictionary, to use appropriate vocabulary strategies, to read and interpret the various genres of literature, and to use appropriate study methods as directed.

022  English 2: World Literature (Regular and Support)

025  English 2: World Literature (Honors)

Grade:   10

Credit:    1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite:  English 2 or equivalent

Course Description

The student will identify and analyze the main literary genres in World Literature. The student will demonstrate the ability to write Standard English with an emphasis on expository writing, understand grammatical concepts, and enlarge his/her vocabulary.

033  English 3: American Literature & Composition  (Regular)

035  English 3: American Literature & Composition  (Honors)

Grade:   11

Credit:     1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite:  English 2 or equivalent

Course Description

The student will continue developing their study skills through a variety of projects. The students will write a variety of themes with an emphasis on expository writing. The students will increase their understanding of literature by well-known American writers from each genre.

044  English 4: British & Commonwealth Literature & Composition (Regular)

045  English 4: British & Commonwealth Literature & Composition (Honors)

Grade:    12

Credit:      1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite:  English 3 or equivalent

Course Description

The students will demonstrate an understanding of expository writing, write effective expository and personal papers, demonstrate an understanding of the writings of major authors, critically evaluate selected aspects of literary works, and relate British and Commonwealth literature to their own experiences and background.

038  Advanced Placement English (Language and Composition)

Grade:    11 and 12

Credit:    1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: English 3 (H) or the recommendation of the English 2 or 3 teacher and the Division Head.  Prospective students will be required to complete a reading list.  Course may be taught online with the support of GT teachers. (Students enrolled in an AP course are required to take the AP exam. Payment is due at registration.)

Course Description

The student will develop ability in intensive critical analysis of non-fictional reading, demonstrate his/her analytical ability in extensive class discussion and in critical writing. The student is required to take the Advanced Placement exam in Literature and Composition. 
048  Advanced Placement English (Literature and Composition)

Grade:    12

Credit:    1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: English 3 (H) or the recommendation of the English 2 or 3 teacher and the Division Head. Prospective students will be required to complete a reading list.  Course may be taught online with the support of GT teachers. (Students enrolled in an AP course are required to take the AP exam. Payment is due at registration.)

Course Description

The student will develop ability in intensive critical analysis of all genres of literature, demonstrate his/her analytical ability in extensive class discussion and in critical writing. The student is required to take the Advanced Placement exam in Literature and Composition. 
050  Speech/Communication Skills (R)   & S(051)
Grades:  10

Credit:   0.5

Length:   9 weeks 

Course Description

The student will examine communication theory, stage fright, self-confidence; prepare, construct, and deliver speeches with feedback and evaluation; demonstrate listening as a communication skill; practice body movement as part of the holistic approach to speech; understand the purposes for speaking and listening.

061   Journalism 

Grade:   10, 11, 12

Credit:   1 

Length: 18 weeks. 

Course Description

The student will develop and demonstrate writing skills through published interviews, feature stories, news articles, and editorials; demonstrate analytical skills through reviews and editorials; develop and demonstrate listening skills in interviews; demonstrate layout and design in newspaper production; and develop punctual completion skills through deadlines and contracts. Students will discuss the rights and responsibilities of the media in the modern world. Students will staff the school newspaper, the RAMPAGE.

 071  Creative Writing 

Grade:  10, 11, 12

Credit:  1

Length:  18 weeks

Prerequisite: Completion of most recent English course with a grade of "B" or better.

Course Description

The student will analyze a variety of writing styles. The student will write short stories, poems, essays and satire, and will design and publish a literary magazine. During the course, the students will practice all stages of the writing process and perform all roles involved in publication.

075  Yearbook

Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12

Credit: 1

Length: 18 weeks

Prerequisite:  Students must have the written permission of the yearbook advisor.

Course Description:

This course will introduce students to the elements of desktop publishing. Students will learn how to produce stories, page design, photographs, while attending to deadlines.  Students will be given specific roles on the staff and will be expected to meet the goals for that position.

FINE ARTS

Required Courses

All students must complete one-half unit of credit in speech/communication skills. Students must also complete a unit of credit in either Fine Arts or Applied Technology. This requirement would be met by taking additional courses in Fine Arts.

Courses Offered

Grades



Course  Title                                         
Credit

9
10
11 
12
Art 1 - Foundations



1


10
11
12
Graphics & Illustration


1


10
11
12
Painting & Printmaking


1



11
12
Painting-Portfolio Development 

1



11
12
Sculpture-Portfolio Development

1

9
10
11
12
Drama 1




1


10
11
12
Drama 2




1



11
12
Drama 3




1




12
Drama 4




1

9
10
11
12
Chorus 1




1

9
10
11
12
Music Workshop



1

9
10
11
12
Electronic Keyboarding


1

9
10
11
12
Television Production 1


1


10
11
12
Television Production 2


1



11
12
Television Production 3


1

601   Art 1 - Foundations 

Grade:   9, 10, 11, 12

Credit:   1  

Length:  18 weeks

Course Description

The student will be introduced to the elements of art and the principles of design. The student will increase knowledge of art theory and practice through studio activities including drawing, painting, print-making, and two-dimensional design.

603   Graphics and Illustration 

Grade:   10, 11, 12

Credit:   1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: A minimum grade of “C” or better in Art I. 

Course Description

The student will continue development of visual literacy and skill in analytical and spatial observations. The student will continue progress in drawing, painting, cartoon-making, animation, and illustration.

605   Painting & Printmaking

Grade:   10, 11,12

Credit:   1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: A minimum grade of "C" or better in Art 1. 

Course Description

The student will problem-solve aesthetic issues while exploring themes and style in his/her work. The student will concentrate on individual studio projects, and three-dimensional design projects. The student will be able to communicate ideas, opinions, and aesthetic judgments in group discussions.

615   Painting - Portfolio Development 

Grade:   11, 12

Credit:
1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: A minimum grade of "B" or higher in Art I and both Advanced Art classes.

Course Description

This course is designed for advanced students interested in developing a strong portfolio for art school/college review or a career in art. The student who exhibits skill and maturity will work on independent special projects. 

617   Sculpture 
Grade:  10, 11, 12

Credit:  1 

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: A minimum grade of "B" or higher in Art I  and both Advanced Art classes.

Course Description

This course is designed for advanced students interested in developing a strong portfolio for art school/college review or a career in art. The student who exhibits skill and maturity will work on independent special projects. 

621   Drama 1 

Grade:   9, 10, 11, 12

Credit:  1 

Length:   18 weeks

Course Description

This course develops the student’s skill in concentration, imagination and observation.  The development of voice and body control is stressed as well as the creation of character and roles. The fundamentals of theater etiquette, vocabulary, history and technical aspects will be explored through individual and group projects.  

622   Drama 2 

Grade:   10, 11, 12

Credit:  1 

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: Minimum grade of “C” or better in  Drama 1.

Course Description

The student will identify the terminology used in stage work; practice the aspects of stage management; develop public appearance skills through performance; increase literary background through a large selection of pieces and interpretations; demonstrate appreciative, discriminative, and comprehensive listening skills by attending performances and writing critiques. 

623   Drama 3  

Grade:  11, 12

Credit:  1 

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: Completion of Drama I and minimum grade of “B” in Drama 2.

Course Description

The student will identify the terminology used in stage work; practice the aspects of stage management; develop public appearance skills through performance; increase literary background through a large selection of pieces and interpretations; demonstrate appreciative, discriminative, and comprehensive listening skills by attending performances and writing critiques. 

624   Drama 4  

Grade:  12

Credit:  1 

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Drama I, Drama II and minimum grade of “B” in  Drama 3.

Course Description

The student will identify the terminology used in stage work; practice the aspects of stage management; develop public appearance skills through performance; increase literary background through a large selection of pieces and interpretations; demonstrate appreciative, discriminative, and comprehensive listening skills by attending performances and writing critiques. 

631 Chorus 1 
Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12

Credit: 1

Length: 18 weeks (but may be taken both terms for 36 weeks)

Course Description
Aesthetic education through vocal performance is the primary objective of this ensemble.  This choral group is for students of all ages and abilities.  The course studies choral music of various languages, styles, people, and periods.  Vocal technique, music history, and music theory skills studied in this course lead to a deeper understanding and appreciation of music.  All are welcome.  No audition is required.

645
Music Workshop

Grade:
9,10,11,12

Credit:
1

Length:
18 weeks

Course Description

This course is designed for students who are ready to experiment with music. Students will have the opportunity to learn to play instruments such as the guitar or keyboard. Students will have the opportunity to experiment with developing rhythm structures electronically.  This is a hands-on course that introduces students to music in a variety of media.

647
Electronic (Piano) Keyboarding

Grade:
9,10,11,12

Credit:
1

Length:
18 weeks

Course Description

This is an introductory course on music performance, composition and arrangement. Students will experience multiple facet of electronic music creation including laying down beats.

651   Television Production 1  

Grade:   9, 10, 11, 12

Credit:   1

Length:   18 weeks

Course Description

In this beginning course, the student will learn the fundamentals of television production. Through examination and production of media messages, the student will heighten their ability to understand the decision making process that goes into making media messages. The student will create various television programs in real time incorporating script-writing, audio and video direction, and staging skills. The student will participate in most aspects of a production crew.

652 Television Production 2/WKGT News

Grade:   10, 11, 12

Credit:   1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: A minimum of “C+” or better in both semesters of Television Production 1 .

Course Description

This course is designed to give the student the opportunity to write, produce and edit news that is relevant to the GT community. The student will be responsible for creating the daily WKGT morning broadcast as well as other special events and news casts throughout the year. In a team environment, the student will generate story ideas, write scripts and operate various remote and studio equipment. In addition, the student will participate in daily broadcast evaluations. The student will be required to rotate among the various roles in the production including: producer, director, editor, remote camera operator and crew members.

653   Television Production 3 and 4(654)
Grade:   11, 12

Credit:   1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: A minimum grade of “B” in Television Production I and Television Production 2 as well as approval of instructor.

Course Description

This course is designed to expand the skills already learned in the first two levels of TV Production and would be for those students seriously interested in careers in television. Students would be responsible for implementing advanced projects such as: developing the monthly expanded morning shows shown during Advisory Period; producing school documentaries that would focus on an aspect of GT and then follow the subject through a months time - shooting video, conducting interviews, and eventually editing the finished product; producing a video yearbook which would showcase the events and activities of the year; integrating the WKGT broadcasts and other video productions on the GT website as students would learn website design geared at streaming video.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE

Students who plan on attending college are expected to take at least two (2) credits of a foreign language to be started in freshman year.  Subsequent enrollment will be based upon consultation with the student, language teacher, counselor, parents, and Division Head.  All students are encouraged to enroll in a foreign language course for at least two credits. Furthermore, those students who plan to go on to college should seriously consider enrolling in a single foreign language for four credits, since many colleges now accept this four-year study on the high school level as satisfying their own graduation requirements.  Students are urged to consult college catalogues, which are available to them at their counselor's office and in the school library, before making this decision.

Courses Offered

Grades



Course   Title


Credit

9
10


Spanish for Heritage Speakers
1

9
10
11

Spanish 1 



1


10
11
12
Spanish 2 



1


10
11
12
Spanish 3 (H)


1



11
12
Spanish 4 (H)


1


12
Spanish 5 (H)


1

9
10
11

French 1 



1


10
11
12
French 2



1


10
11
12
French 3 (H)



1



11
12
French 4 (H)



1




12
French 5 (H)



1

9
10
11

Latin 1 



1


10
11
12
Latin 2 



1


10
11
12
Latin 3 (H)



1



11
12
Latin 4 (H)



1

510 Spanish for Heritage Speakers I

Grade: 9, 10

Credit: 1

Length: 18 weeks

Course Description

Students will be able to develop their heritage or native language of Spanish more fully by completing various Spanish spelling and grammar exercises and carrying out various formal and journal writing exercises in an academic setting. They will initiate or improve their Spanish literacy skills by reading and analyzing periodicals and literature in Spanish. Students will gain a greater understanding of Spanish speaking cultures by comparing their personal experiences with the accounts of Spanish speakers throughout history and the modern Spanish speaking world. Students’ own works will reflect their own language, culture and family history. A differentiation will be made between formal and informal Spanish while respecting idiomatic regionalisms.

511  Spanish 1 

Grade:  9, 10, 11

Credit:  1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: Concurrent enrollment in English 1 (R) or English 1 (H) or G.P.A. of 2.0.

Course Description
Students will develop basic speaking and comprehension skills. Much of the time in class is spent practicing for proficiency in four skill areas: speaking, listening, reading, and writing. A study of the geography and culture of countries where the language is spoken is an integral part of each course.

512 Spanish 2 

Grade:  10, 11, 12

Credit:  1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish 1.

Course Description

Spanish II continues to emphasize skills learned during the first year. Students are involved in guided conversations, readings, dialogues, and writing. The study of culture and geography continues. Students are expected to converse in the second language during class.

513 Spanish 3 (Honors)
Grade:  10, 11, 12

Credit:  1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: A grade of “B” or better in Spanish 2.

Course Description

Spanish III emphasizes maintaining and improving proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Students apply what they have previously learned in original and creative fashions. Students are expected to converse in the language and the course is taught in the language of study.

514  Spanish 4 (Honors)

Grade:  11, 12

Credit:  1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish 3.

Course Description

Spanish IV places emphasis on developing fluency in the language of study. Incorporated into the course is a concentrated study of authentic literature. Students continue to practice at an advanced level and are expected to converse entirely in the language of study.

515  Spanish 5 (Honors)

Grade:  12

Credit:  1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish 4.

Course Description

Spanish V emphasizes an introduction to the college-level study of language. Students are expected to continue developing proficiency in reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Incorporated into the study of language is the use of authentic plays, novels, magazines, and newspapers. All students, whether designated AP or not, may take the AP language exam.

521  French 1 

Grade: 9, 10, 11, 12

Credit:
1

Length: 18 weeks

Prerequisite: Concurrent enrollment in English 1 (R) or English I (H) or G.P.A. of 2.0.

Course Description

Students will develop basic speaking and comprehension skills. Much of the time in class is spent practicing for proficiency in four skill areas: speaking, listening, reading, and writing. A study of the geography and culture of countries where the language is spoken is an integral part of each course.

522  French 2  

Grade:  10, 11, 12

Credit:  1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: Successful completion of French 1.

Course Description

French II continues to emphasize skills learned during the first year. Students are involved in guided conversations, readings, dialogues, and writing. The study of culture and geography continues. Students are expected to converse in the second language during class.

523  French 3 (Honors) 

Grade:  10, 11, 12

Credit:  1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: A minimum grade of "B" or better in French 2.

Course Description

French III emphasizes maintaining and improving proficiency in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Students apply what they have previously learned in original and creative fashions. Students are expected to converse in the language and the course is taught in the language of study.

524  French 4 (Honors)

Grade:  11, 12

Credit:  1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: Successful completion of French 3.

Course Description

French IV places emphasis on developing fluency in the language of study. Incorporated into the course is a concentrated study of authentic literature. Students continue to practice at an advanced level and are expected to converse entirely in the language of study.

525 French 5 (Honors)

Grade: 12

Credit:  1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: Successful completion of French 4

Course Description

This course develops students’ skills in communicating in their new language on a higher level and in more challenging situations. Additional grammar and vocabulary provide the foundation needed for these advanced skills. Reading and writing in the new language complement the oral practice to give a balanced experience. Cultural background provides an appreciation of countries in which the language is spoken.

531  Latin 1 

Grade:   9, 10, 11

Credit:   1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: Concurrent enrollment in English 1 (R) or English I (H) or G.P.A. of 2.0.

Course Description

Latin I introduces both language and culture of ancient Romans with an emphasis on the strong link between that language and languages of today. Students develop speaking and listening skills, but emphasis is on written expression and reading skills, especially vocabulary and syntax.

532 Latin 2  

Grade:   10, 11, 12

Credit:   1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Latin 1.

Course Description

The goal of this course is to introduce students to the structure and vocabulary of Latin and to develop an appreciation of the relationship between Latin and English. The emphasis of classroom activities is on an understanding of Latin grammar and translation between Latin and English. The cultural and historical background of Rome provides another component of these courses.

Students who excel in the first two years of Latin may continue in third and fourth year by independent study.

533 Latin 3 (Honors)

Grade:   11, 12

Credit:   1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: A grade of “B” or better in Latin 2.

Course Description

This course continues the study of the vocabulary and structure of the Latin language with more emphasis on reading Latin texts. Students are also involved in analyzing English derivatives and their Latin roots. The history of Rome and its contributions to our world are additional topics of study.

534 Latin 4 (Honors)

Grade:   11, 12

Credit:   1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Latin 3.

Course Description

Latin IV emphasizes reading, Latin texts and developing skills in using Latin grammatical structures. Research and projects on topics of Roman history and culture are also important components of the course.

MATHEMATICS

Courses Offered:

Grades



Course   Title




Credit

9



Algebra (S)





2

9



Algebra 1 (S, R, H)




1


10
11
12
Geometry (S, R, H)




1



11
12
Intermediate Algebra



1



11
12
Advanced Algebra/Trigonometry (R, H)

1

                    11
12
Pre-Calculus (H)




1




12
Integrated Senior Mathematics(R)

1

12
Calculus (H, A.P.)




1

Department Guidelines:

1. Students must earn four credits in math. Placement of students in freshman courses will depend upon placement examination scores.

2. Placement of students in courses beyond the first year will depend upon:

a) meeting stated prerequisites or

b) instructor approval

c) student may be required to take a departmental exam

3. A scientific calculator is required of all students in all math classes.

4. The procedures for all classes in the Mathematics Department will include: direct instruction, group activities, problem solving, class discussion, and computer-assisted instruction.

5. Grading for all math classes may include: tests, quizzes, notebooks, homework, class participation, and projects.

101/102 Algebra 1 (Support)
Grade:   9

Credit:   2 

Length:   36 weeks

Course Description:

This course is required of all students who demonstrate a need for support to help ensure that they are able to meet the academic demands of a college prep curriculum.  The course curriculum and standards are similar to those of Algebra 1 (Regular), although the course moves at a slower pace to accommodate the learning needs of students.

111 Algebra  1  (Regular)

Grade:   9

Credit:   1

Length:  18 weeks

Course Description:

The student will be able to show a logical, systematic approach to solve problems using algebraic concepts and methods.  This course covers the laws of algebra, sets, linear equations, inequalities, factoring, functions, radicals, graphing, fractions, and fractional equations.

115  Algebra  1  (Honors)

Grade:   9

Credit:   1

Length:  18 weeks

Prerequisite: Department recommendation.

Course Description:

The student will be able to show a logical, systematic approach to solve problems using algebraic concepts and methods.  This course covers the laws of algebra, sets, linear equations, inequalities, factoring, functions, radicals, graphing, fractions, and fractional equations.  The course moves at a faster pace than Algebra 1 (R) and consequently includes topics not discussed in the regular-level course.

123 Geometry (Support)
Grade:  10, 11, 12

Credit:  2 

Length:  36 weeks

Course Description:

This course is required of all students who demonstrate a need for support to help ensure that they are able to meet the academic demands of a college prep curriculum.  The course curriculum and standards are similar to those of Geometry (Regular), although the course moves at a slower pace to accommodate the learning needs of students.

122 Geometry (Regular)

Grade:  10, 11, 12

Credit:  1

Length:  18 weeks

Prerequisite:  Minimum grade of  “C” in Algebra (R) or teacher recommendation.

Course Description:

The student will discover and apply geometric concepts such as distance, angle measure, and area as related to each of the three dimensions.

125 Geometry (Honors)

Grade:  10

Credit:  1

Length:  18 weeks

Prerequisite: A grade of  “C” or better in Algebra (H) or a grade of “A” in Algebra (R) in both semesters.

Course Description:

This course covers plane geometry with brief encounters with solid geometry, plane coordinate geometry, trigonometry, transformations, vectors, congruence, and geometric inequalities.  This course moves at a faster pace than Geometry (R) and consequently includes topics not discussed in the regular-level course.  

130  Intermediate Algebra (Regular)
Grade:  11, 12

Credit:  1

Length:  18 weeks

Prerequisite:  Minimum grade of  “D” in Algebra 1.

Course Description:

This course is required of all students who demonstrate a need for support to help ensure that they are able to meet the academic demands of a college prep curriculum.  The course curriculum and standards are similar to those of Algebra 2/Trigonometry (Regular), although the course moves at a slower pace to accommodate the learning needs of students.

143  Algebra 2/Trigonometry  (Regular)

Grade:  11, 12

Credit:  1

Length:  18 weeks

Prerequisite: Minimum grade of  “C” in Algebra (R) or  a “B” in Intermediate Algebra (G) in both semesters and instructor approval.

Course Description:

The student will expand the knowledge obtained in algebra to do increasingly more complex problems and applications.  In addition, students will learn the properties and applications of the six trigonometric functions.

144/145 Algebra 2/Trigonometry (Honors)

****145 must be taken with 165. See below

Grade:  11, 12

Credit:  1

Length:  18 weeks

Prerequisite:  Minimum grade of  “B” in Algebra (H) or a  “B” in Geometry (H) in both semesters and instructor approval.

Course Description:

The student will expand the knowledge obtained in algebra to do increasingly more complex problems and applications.  In addition, students will learn the properties and applications of the six trigonometric functions.  This course moves at a faster pace than Algebra 2/Trigonometry (R) and consequently includes topics not discussed in the regular-level course.  
157 Integrated Senior Math (Regular)
Grade: 12

Credit: 1

Length: 18 weeks

Prerequisite:  Minimum grades of  “C” in Algebra 1, Geometry, and Algebra 2/Trigonometry.

Course Description:

This course covers areas such as set theory, logic, number theory, consumer math, probability, and statistics, as well as reviewing algebra and geometry with the purpose of strengthening the skills of the students in these core subjects and reducing the anxiety students sometimes feel towards math.
165 Pre-Calculus (Honors)

*** Must be taken with 145

Grade:  11, 12

Credit:  1

Length:  18 weeks

Prerequisite:  For juniors, a minimum grade of  “B” in Algebra 1 (H) and Geometry (H); for seniors, a minimum grade of  “B” in Algebra 2/Trig in both semesters and instructor approval.

Course Description:

The student will investigate the fundamentals of advanced algebra and trigonometry necessary to meet the challenges of calculus.

167  Calculus (Honors) and Advanced Placement(168)

Grade:  12

Credit:  1

Length:  18 weeks

Prerequisite:  Minimum of  “C” in Pre-Calculus (H) in both semesters and instructor approval.

Course Description:

The student will receive an introduction to both differential and integral calculus. The student will learn numerous          

methods of differentiation and integration, as well as their application to physical problems in the real world. 

Students who master the content of this course will be prepared for the Advanced Placement Exam conducted by the  

College Entrance Examination Board.  Course may be offered on-line through the internet with help from a GT 

   teacher.  A fee is required to take the AP exam.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Required Courses

All students must be enrolled in a physical education course each year. 

Courses Offered

Grades



Course   Title




Credit

9



Introduction to Physical Ed 


0.5

10


Health Education 




0.5



11

P.E. 3






0.5




12
P.E. 4 






0.5



11
12
Strength Training 




0.5



11
12
Advanced Strength Training


0.5




11
12
Adventure Education



0.5



11
12
Physical Ed. Leader




0.5

901  Introduction to Physical Education 

Grade:  9

Credit:  0.5

Length:   9 weeks

Course Description

Students will learn to perform basic motor skills in specific areas learned in class. Students will be able to demonstrate their knowledge of the rules in the various sports activities. In addition, students will be able to demonstrate the ability to maintain and improve their physical fitness level. Students will be given a pretest and post test in the mile run. 

903  P.E. 3 

Grade:  11

Credit:  0.5

Length:   9 weeks

Course Description

Students will learn to perform the various team sports skills learned in class. Students will develop the ability to work with and cooperate with their teammates. Students will also be able to exhibit their knowledge of the rules and regulations for each team sport taught in class. During specific drills, students will perform basic skills to the satisfaction of the instructor. Students will also be given a written test covering the rules and regulations governing each sport. 

904 P.E.4 

Grade:  12

Credit:  0.5

Length:   9 weeks

Course Description

Students will perform the basic skills learned in class from the carry-over sports taught. They will be able to use and incorporate the skills learned in class into a tournament. In addition, they will be able to demonstrate good sportsmanship and etiquette in the activities that they have learned. The class will also include physical fitness activities so that students can demonstrate the ability to maintain and improve their physical fitness level doing cardio-respiratory and weight training workouts.

912  Health Education 

Grade:  10

Credit:   0.5

Length:   9 weeks

Course Description

Students will learn to make decisions and take appropriate steps to render immediate help that may be life-saving in nature, and keep injuries to a minimum until the emergency medical services system arrives. They will be able to display and demonstrate first aid procedures that will enable them to stay calm and safe in first aid emergencies. Students will also be able to define health and explain and discuss benefits of good health. In addition, a student will understand and be able to identify the problems and hazards associated with tobacco, alcohol and drug use and abuse. Midterm and final exam, written quizzes and tests, a collage project, notebook, research paper and practical exams, such as C.P.R., will be required.

921  Strength Training 

Grade:  11, 12 

Credit:  0.5

Length:   9 weeks

Course Description

Students will demonstrate proper technique and spotting procedures in all free weight exercises and nautilus machines learned in class. They will also be able to implement and record their own individual workout program. In addition, the students will demonstrate the ability to improve their physical strength through progressive weight training. Students will also play some team sports. Students will demonstrate the proper position on all nautilus machines and verbalize to the safety procedures unique to each nautilus machine. Students will also be able to demonstrate 1 set of 10 repetitions on all nautilus machines. In addition, students will be able to perform 1 set of 8 repetitions, with proper form, in each of the major free weight exercises selected by the instructor. Note: A student may take this course only once.

922  Advanced Strength Training 

Grade:  12

Credit:  0.5

Length:   9 weeks

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Strength Training. 

Course Description

The students will be able to demonstrate their proficiency in all phases of strength training, including both free weights and nautilus machines. They will also be able to implement, record and change their own individualized strength training program. In addition, students will demonstrate the ability to improve their physical strength through progressive weight training. Students will also participate in some team sports activities. Students will also be required to know the procedures for a number of aerobic exercises, including stairmasters and stationary bicycles.

941     Adventure Education   

942      Advanced  Adventure Education

Grade:  11, 12

Credit:  0.5

Length:   9 weeks

Prerequisite: Final approval through the Instructor upon review of signed program contracts and Assumption of Risk signed by parent.

Course Description

This course consists of a variety of activities. Students will demonstrate proper sportsmanship while developing their social skills. They will also acquire knowledge of theories of weight training principles. The students will also develop their team building, trust building, cooperative group problem solving, and critical thinking skills. Team sports and weight training are also included in this class. Day-to-Day activities may include: warm-ups, ice-breakers, team building, trust building, critical thinking and group problem solving activities. Processing and debriefing these activities are an integral part of these experiences. Rope climbing, wall climbing and other challenging high events will be used as the culminating activities in this course. Students will take written tests and keep a daily journal. The students will also be required to facilitate an activity that will include a one-page outline. Note: A student may take this course only once.
925  Introduction to Athletic Training

Grade:  12

Credit:   1

Length:  18 weeks

Prerequisite: Permission of the Athletic Trainer.

Course Description

This is designed to include the basic concepts of anatomy, mechanism of injury, and administration in athletic training.  Students should be able to demonstrate how athletic injuries occur, how they are treated, and how they can be prevented.  Students should also display knowledge of the National Athletic Trainers’ Association Code of Ethics and Standards of Practice for Athletic Trainers.  Students must obtain permission from the Athletic Trainer in order to take this class.  Completion of Anatomy during junior year is preferred. 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The purpose of the Religious Education Division is to assist the students in developing a mature understanding and appreciation of their faith. Since Gordon Tech is a Catholic school, Catholic values and principles will be emphasized and studied. 

Retreat Requirement: Retreats are an integral part of the curriculum. As part of the retreat experience, students will come to know more about their relationship with God and others. Freshmen must participate in a retreat held at the school while sophomores and seniors must take part in a program held off campus. We also sponsor two Kairos (God’s Time) Retreats for seniors. This is a three day intense program for students who have leadership qualities.

Service Project Requirement: The goal of this program is to give students an experience of Christian living through service to others. This experience will help them integrate what is learned in the classroom into their everyday life and it will allow them to come to a real and lasting understanding of Christian commitment by being an instrument for the renewal of society as taught by Jesus in the Gospels.

A minimum of twenty hours of Christian service is required for all students each year. Failure to complete the service project will result in failing the course. Members of the National Honor Society are required to complete this minimum in addition to the hours required by their organization. A total of eighty hours of service is the minimum requirement for graduation. Exceptions will be made for transfer students. Prior to beginning this program, all freshmen and transfer students will receive a Waiver Form from their religion teacher to participate. It must be signed by their parent/guardians and returned to the teacher.

The emphasis for freshmen and sophomores is service to family as well as the school community. For juniors and seniors the emphasis is service through a recognized social service agency. Prior to beginning the service project, each student will receive a Service Project Form. The agency or organization representative must fill out this form.  Students are accountable for returning the completed form to their teacher as well as a reflection paper or journal

Required Courses:  All students are required to take and successfully complete a four-year sequence of courses in this department.

Required Courses

Grades



Course   Title




Credit

9



Sacraments and Prayer



0.5

9



Sacraments and Prayer (H)


0.5

9



World Religions




0.5


10


Scripture Studies 




1.0


10


Scripture Studies (H) 



1.0



11

Introduction to Morality 



0.5




12

Issues in Morality/Lifestyles

1.0
Class procedures for freshmen and sophomores will include lectures, reading, discussions, writing, videos, journaling or notebooks and cooperative learning. Junior and senior classes will utilize similar procedures, as mentioned above, but will also be asked to do presentations, projects and research. Students will be graded by means of tests, quizzes, class participation, essays and Christian Service. Those in honors level classes may be required to write a term paper.

411 Sacraments and Prayer
415 Sacraments and Prayer (H)

Grade: 9

Credit: 0.5

Length:  9 weeks

Course Description
Freshmen are introduced to basic foundational concepts of the Roman Catholic Church.  The range of topics includes:  the historical Jesus, discipleship, grace, sacraments, saints, image of church, and trinity.  The Catholic faith is presented at a level that is appropriate to the developmental level of the adolescent.  Catholic Identity class allows the student to explore their own spirituality and prayer life as they enter high school.

416 World Religions  

Grade:  9

Credit: 0.5

Length:   9 weeks

Course Description

World Religions is an introductory survey of the traditions of the major religions of the world; Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  During this course, students will become familiar with the basic elements of these religious traditions.  Their core beliefs and teachings, rituals and worship, moral codes and forms of spirituality will be explored.
422  Scripture Studies 

425  Scripture Studies (Honors)

Grade: 10 

Credit: 1

Length:   18 weeks

Honors Prerequisite: “B” or higher in freshman religion

Course Description

The scripture survey course is designed to give students the tools to interpret Scripture and connect them to their experience.  The course takes a thematic approach to exploring the riches found in the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures.  Students are trained in the tools of the historical-critical method, literary analysis, and the interpretive wisdom of the lived Christian and Catholic tradition.
433 Introduction to Morality

Grade:  11

Credit:  0.5

Length:   9 weeks

Course Description

To live a moral life is the challenge and task of the entire human community. This course will teach students how to conduct their lives in light of the Gospels values taught by Jesus and the principles of the Church’s teaching. Students will explore the role of conscience, objective and subjective morality, sin, legalism and the decision making process. By the end of the course, they will be able to articulate right from wrong decisions as they form their conscience and a personal value system (moral code).

441  Issues in Morality /Christian Lifestyles
Grade:  12

Credit:  1.0
Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite:  Introduction to Morality 

Honors Prerequisite: “B” average or above in junior religion

Course Description

This course will explore a variety of social and moral issues within the framework of the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church.  These teachings will guide us as we explore issues such as the role of honesty and compassion in our society, violence (from different forms of abuse to terrorism), immigration, global warming, abortion, genetic technologies, euthanasia and the death penalty.
Course Description
As a senior in high school, seniors are beginning to face the challenges of young adulthood and life shaping decisions.  During this course, they will examine topics such as identity and autonomy, work, sexuality, dating and communication so that they may shape a hopeful and fulfilling future.  Students will also explore specific lifestyle paths.  Examples of these would be the single life, marriage, religious life and ordained ministry.
SCIENCE

Required Courses

All students are required to take three (3) of science including: biology, chemistry, and physics.

Courses Offered

Grades 


Course Title




Credit

9
10
11

Biology (R, H & S)



1



11
12
Advanced Placement Biology 

1

10
11
12
Chemistry (R, H & S)


1



11
12
Physics (R, H)



1

11
12
Anatomy & Physiology (R)


1

211   Biology (Regular and Support)

215   Biology (Honors) - Grade:  9, 10, 11

Credit:  1

Term:    18 weeks

Course Description

Students will learn the importance of biology by studying topics that directly affect them now and in the future. These topics are: evolution, reproduction and inheritance, development, energy relationships, structure and function, ecology and science and society. These topics will be developed thematically utilizing readings, laboratory exercises, demonstrations, discussions, science projects, written reports, model-making and verbal presentations. The scientific method will be the essential model by which students will clarify, validate, organize, test and process new biological understandings.

218 Advanced Placement Biology 

Grade:  11, 12

Credit:  1
Length: 18 weeks

Prerequisite: Grade of “B” or better in Biology (H) and Chemistry (H). Course may be taught on-line using the Internet with guidance and support from GT teachers. 

Course Description

The student will understand the diversity of life and the interrelationships between organisms. The student will identify the biological bases of problems in medicine, public health, agriculture and conservation. The student will witness the beauty and drama of the living world. The student is require to take the AP exam in Biology.

A fee will be charged for the AP exam.

222  Chemistry (Regular)  and (Support - 223)

Grade:  10, 11, 12

Credit:  1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: A minimum grade of "C" or better for both semesters in science and Algebra (R) courses already taken.

Course Description

The student will learn about the existence of atoms, the building blocks of matter, and their structure. They will learn how these atoms make up all the known elements and compounds. Students will study the elements and their arrangement on the periodic table. They will study the dynamics that go into elements combining to form new substances/compounds. They will study their properties both physical and chemical. They will learn to write the symbols of elements, the formulas of compounds, and express their reactions in the form of chemical equations. All of the measurements used in understanding the above are done in the metric system; therefore, students will study and use the metric system.

225  Chemistry (Honors)

Grade:  10, 11, 12

Credit:  1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: A minimum grade of "B" or better for both semesters, in science courses already taken, a "B" or better for both semesters in Algebra (H)

Course Description

Students will learn about chemical bonding, the quantum mechanical model of the atom, molecular structure, chemical reactions, and mathematical applications wherever possible.

233  Physics (Regular)

Grade:  11, 12

Credit:  1

Length:   18 weeks

Course Description

Students will develop a basic knowledge of the physical principles of mechanics and electricity. These principles are learned through laboratory experiments. Techniques in problem-solving, graphing, and vectors will be developed.

235  Physics (Honors) 

Grade:  11, 12

Credit:  1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: A minimum grade of "B" or better for both semesters, in science courses already taken, a "B" or better for both semesters in Algebra (H)

Course Description

Honors Physics differs from regular Physics in the way that tests are counted and in the difficulty of the problems assigned. In Honors Physics, the tests count as 50% of the grade and the students are expected to be able to solve the same problems as regular Physics, plus the more difficult problems that involve multiple steps or deriving equations to fit the problem.

260  Anatomy & Physiology (Regular) 

Grade:  11, 12

Credit:  1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite: completion of biology

Course Description

The student will be able to discuss, describe, and demonstrate the complete structural and functional integrity of the various organ systems of the human body. This is an excellent course for students interested in medicine and/or physical therapy. The student will develop the skills and knowledge needed in dissection.

SOCIAL STUDIES

Courses Offered

Required Courses (To be taken in the order listed.)

Grades



Course Title




Credit

9



World & American Studies 1 (R, H& S)

1


10


World & American  Studies 2 (R, H&S)

1



11

World & American  Studies 3 (R, H)

1

Elective Courses


10
11
12
Chicago History 




0.5


11
12
Sociology





0.5



11
12
Child Development and Learning 

0.5




11
12
European History, 1450 - Present (A.P.)

1

11
12
United States History (A.P.)


1

          10      11
12           Leadership                                                  0.5            
311 World & American Studies 1: Prehistory to the Renaissance/Reformation (Regular)

315 World & American Studies 1: Prehistory to the Renaissance/Reformation (Honors)
Grade:  9

322 World & American Studies 2: Columbus to the Gilded Age (Regular)

325 World & American Studies 2: Columbus to the Gilded Age (Honors)

Grade: 10

Prerequisite: World & American Studies 1

333 World & American Studies 3: Age of Imperialism to the Present (Regular)

335 World & American Studies 3: 1 Age of Imperialism to the Present (Honors)

Grade: 11 

Credit:   1

Length:  18 weeks

Prerequisite: World & American Studies 2

Course Description

World & American Studies is a three (3)-credit sequence combining world history, American history, geography, government, and some economics. Students will be able to use the past to form a meaningful understanding of our diverse cultural heritage and to guide their decisions as citizens of a democracy. Students will understand how features of geography have helped shape human history and economics. Students will use knowledge of political systems, especially our American system, to make informed decisions about governing their communities. Students will use methods of social science investigation to answer questions about society. Students will analyze public issues and construct and express thoughtful positions on these issues. Students will act constructively to further the public good.

340 Chicago History 

Grade:  10, 11, 12

Credit:  0.5

Length:   9 weeks

Course Description

Students will discover how Chicago grew from a swampy wilderness outpost to today’s giant metropolis. They will be able to analyze the “real” Chicago story and debunk myths such as Mrs. O’ Leary’s cow starting the fire and they will be able to discuss why Chicago’s location was and is such a critical factor in its development. They will be able to identify the unique contributions that Chicago has made to world architecture. Students will be able to research some aspect of the city’s history by using primary sources.

368 Advanced Placement European History, 1450 - Present 

Grade:  11, 12

Credit:   1

Length:   18 weeks

Prerequisite:  Completion of or concurrent enrollment in World  & American Studies III; a grade of  “B” in the most recently completed semester of World & American Studies.  Course may be taught on-line using the Internet with guidance and support from GT teachers.  (Students enrolled in an AP course are required to take the AP exam.) Instructor approval is needed. A fee will be charged for the AP exam.

Course Description

This course prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses in Western Civilization by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college courses. Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of the intellectual and cultural history, the political and diplomatic history, and the social and economic history of Europe from 1450 (the High Renaissance) to the present. Students will be able to formulate and support conclusions from documentary evidence. Students will be able to express historical understanding and analysis in writing.

358Advance Placement United States History

Grade 11, 12

Credit:   1

Length:  18 weeks.

Prerequisite: Completion of or concurrent enrollment in World and American Studies III; a grade of “B” in the most recently completed semester of World and American Studies. (Students enrolled in an AP course are required to take the AP exam.( Payment is due at registration.) Instructor approval is needed.

Course Description

The AP US History course is designed to provide students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in U.S. history.  The program prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college courses.  Students should learn to assess historical materials—their relevance to a given interpretive problem, reliability, and importance—and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship.  An AP U.S. History course thus should develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format.

372 Sociology 

Grade:  11, 12

Credit: 0.5

Length:   9 weeks

Course Description

This course has been designed to meet three major goals.  The first goal is to teach students to think like sociologists.  The second goal is to help students develop a sociological imagination.  This second goal will help students view their own lives within the larger social and historical context.  The third goal of this course is to help students understand and appreciate the diversity of social life. The students’ personal heritage provides a framework for the application of the concepts of this course.

375 Child Development and Learning

Grade:  11, 12

Credit:  0.5

Length:  9 weeks

Course Description

This course will provide the student with an understanding of the development and learning of children from birth through the elementary years.  The child’s physical, cognitive and emotional growth will be explored through application and discussion of psychological theory.  Observation, experimentation and other hands-on experiences will be a part of this course. The work of Erickson and Piaget will be a central focus.

378 Leadership

Grade: 10, 11 & 12

Credit: 0.5

Length: 18 weeks

Course Description

This course is designed to teach students strategies to develop effective organizations and effective leaders.  This course is intended to provide useful strategies that can be applied to many leadership situations as well as to nurture life skills that teach students the importance of responsibility and ethical leadership.  This class will primarily focus on teaching specific leadership skills and strategies that guide student leaders toward a more successful and rewarding leadership experience.
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